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Priest’s Corner

let us be equally diligent in the building of our spiritual
lives, and those of our children and grandchildren, so
that this beautiful House of God may never be empty
but always filled with praise and prayer to Him for all
the great mercies He has shown us—and continues to
show—for generations to come.
God bless! Fr. Alexander

At its meeting in San Francisco during the celebration
of St. John of Shanghai and San Francisco, the Synod
of Bishops of the Russian Orthodox Church Outside of
Russia gave their blessing for the full consecration of
our church. They have set the date for Saturday,
July 11, 2020, for this long-awaited event. Glory be
to God!
I am so very grateful, not only to the hard-working
and generous members of our parish who have done so
very much (and will be doing even more over the next
year), but to our Russian Orthodox community of the
Bay Area at large. Through their combined efforts, our
iconostasis is completely paid for, and its arrival in
Santa Rosa has generated a great deal of excitement in
anticipation of its installation in the church. Also, now
that an official date for the consecration has been set,
there are a great many clergy and laypeople from all
over the country making plans to travel to Santa Rosa
next year to participate in this joyous event.
We have, with God’s help, achieved a great deal
over these past few years and, before our celebration—
and during it—there is yet much to be done. I call upon
all our parishioners, especially those who have not
been as involved as they could be up to now, to
participate in this communal effort. In doing so, you
will be continuing the work of others who began this
endeavor so many years ago, and participating in
bringing it to fruition. As our heavenly patron St. Paul
wrote, “We are laborers together with God: You are
God’s husbandry, you are God’s building.... According
to the grace of God given unto me, as a wise master
builder, I have laid the foundation, and another builds
thereon. But let every man take heed how he builds
thereon.” (I Cor. 3:9–10) Let us also continue in this
building, but taking heed as to how we continue it—
never forgetting that those who began this work did so
to the glory of God and so that they could have a place
to celebrate the Divine Liturgy, to take advantage of
the holy sacraments, and to build their spiritual lives.
Building a beautiful church does not save our souls.
Using it and the Grace of God, which is freely
dispensed through it, does.
When we complete this important work, having
contributed the very best of our treasures and talents,







Congratulations to all our Name’s day celebrants*:
Aug. 1 – Milica Chidlowsky and Seraphim Wawiliuk
Aug. 2 – Ilya Ionin, Ilya Poluektov, and Ilya Shikaloff
Aug. 4 – Marie Roquemore and Magdalena Reighard
Aug. 7 – Anna Ferguson and Diana Handelih
Aug. 16 – Anthony Newton and Anthony Tatsy
Aug. 20 – Orr Chistiakoff
Sept. 8 – Natalie Abrahams, Natalie Litvinenko,
Natalie Piterskih, Natalie Poluektov, and
Natalie Ramensky
Sept. 12 – Fr. Alexander Krassovsky, Alexander Hubert,
Alexander Lukianoff, Alexander Markoff, and
Christopher Sokoloff
Sept. 18 – Elizabeth Russie, Elizabeth Huhalova,
Elizabeth Jones, Anna (Renée) Tchirkine, Zachary
Able, Zachary Balitsky, and Zachary Jones
Sept. 29 – Ludmila (Melania) Pavlova
Sept. 30 – Nadezhda Mogileva, Nadezhda Protopopova,
Nadia Stewart, Vera Levshina–Williams,
Vera Rajevsky-Spring, Dr. Sophia Schluter,
Sophia Tatsy, Sophia Logvy, and Vera Zaro
Fr. Alexander asks that you please notify him if we have
missed anyone’s name’s day in our lists. Thank you!
A very special
congratulations
go to Alexander
Loukianoff and
Natalie
Zaharoff, who
were married by
Fr. Alexander
in the Holy
Protection Church in Los Angeles on June 2, 2019.
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saved.” For having been created in the image of God,
we are part of the Divine thought that was made
material in time and space. We not only influence
those around us with our thoughts, but we even
influence the cosmos. If we focus on the negative,
those negative thoughts impact everyone around us,
and even the whole world. The Elder Thaddeus tells us
we can be either very good, or very bad, depending on
the thoughts and desires we breed.
There is a lot that is wrong with the world, but it
begins with us. If there is to be peace in our world, it
must begin with me. If hatred, anger, envy, lust, and
spite are to end, they must end with me. When we
allow destructive thoughts to destroy our peace, the
peace around us is destroyed. We cannot blame the
world, or even those around us. For that which happens
around us radiates from us. Blame for all that is wrong
with the world cannot be placed beyond our own
hearts.
With love in Christ, Abbot Tryphon
All-Merciful Saviour Monastery
Vashon Island, Washington

In Memoriam
With a degree of sadness but, as always, with faith in
our resurrected Lord Jesus Christ, we note the
passing of:
† Marina Ilyin, a friend to many here in Santa Rosa,
who passed away on June 10, 2019, after a long
illness;
† Natalia Sharkov, a parishioner for many years who,
only a couple of years ago, moved to San Mateo to
be closer to her daughter. She passed away
peacefully on June 10;
† Andrei Litvinenko, son of Alexander and Zoya
Litvinenko, and Yuri Green, son of Nadia Green.
Our parish was shocked to learn of their sudden and
unexpected passing on June 19; and
† Mother Anna (Kassler), Schema-Nun of Holy
Assumption Monastery in Calistoga, who reposed
peacefully on July 13.
May God grant rest to the souls of His newly departed
servants Marina, Natalie, Andrei, Yuri, and Mother
Anna, and I ask that you remember them in your
prayers both in church and at home. Our sincere
condolences to the families of our newly reposed.
Memory eternal!












Saints Peter & Paul Parish Feast Day
The festivities for our patronal feast day took place this
year on Thursday, July 11, and Friday, July 12, at our
church of Sts. Peter and Paul in Santa Rosa. There was
a bit of excitement just prior to the feast day, as the
shipping company called Fr. Alexander to advise that
the iconostasis was to be delivered on July 10, and a
work party of church brothers was quickly organized to
unload it and store it until installation. At the last
minute, however, plans were changed, since the
container holding the iconostasis was inaccessible, and
this necessitated a one-week delay. As of this writing,
however, the iconostasis is on church property and is
safely stored until early September, when the process
of installation will begin.
With the feast day falling on Friday, our Sisterhood
scrambled to put together a lavish lenten lunch, which
is always a challenge due to the restrictions with
respect to meat, dairy products, etc. However, as

The Power of Our Thoughts
“Our life depends on the kind of thoughts we nurture.
If our thoughts are peaceful, calm, meek, and kind,
then that is what our life is like. If our attention is
turned to the circumstances in which we live, we are
drawn into a whirlpool of thoughts and can have
neither peace nor tranquility.”
—Elder Thaddeus of Vitovnica
Saint Seraphim of Sarov said that if you “acquire the
Spirit of Peace, a thousand souls around you will be
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generosity of our parishioners and friends, who
contributed to the funding of the project, as well as the
success of our recently held auction. He announced
that the official consecration of our church will take
place next year on Saturday, July 11, and briefly
described the service, which is to be attended by
several bishops and archbishops. He also wished our
hard-working and ever-present starosta, Paul Johnson,
a very happy name’s day. Paul is truly Fr. Alex’s right
hand, and his presence is ubiquitous—from cleaning
the church to doing repairs, to researching the costs
and materials for our next project, to baking prosphori
and handling hall rentals and many other sundry jobs.
Our Pavlik is a godsend, and we all love him and wish
him mnogaya lyeta!
always, the sisters managed to serve a very filling and
diverse array of dishes featuring cabbage, mushroom
and fish piroghi; many salads; smoked and marinated
fish; and platters of fresh fruit and cakes. The hall was
decorated with ample bouquets of bright flowers, as
was the icon of Saints Peter and Paul. The Procession
with the Cross (krestnikhod) was beautiful, as always,
with the sun shining on the Cross, the lantern, the
ripidi (fans), and other ceremonial items, and the
weather was relatively mild for mid-July.
The Vigil was served by His Grace, Bishop
Theodosy, and was followed by a multicourse dinner in
the hall served by some of our youngest parishioners.
The feast day liturgy was served by His Grace,
Archbishop Kyrill, and our own Fr. Alexander, with
several guests from other parishes adding their voices
to our own choir. The lunch was well attended by our
parishioners and visitors, and our sisters breathed a
sigh of relief at the conclusion of the festivities.

Fr. Alexander also bid a reluctant farewell to one of
our parishioners. Ludmila Marahova (above, center),
who is relocating to Boston. She has been a valued
member of the Sisterhood, helping out at every
occasion, always with a smile and great enthusiasm. As
a parting token of our appreciation for her devotion to
the church and for all her help, he gave Nadia an icon
of our patron saints, Sts. Peter & Paul to present to
Ludmila for her to treasure. May God bless her and her
family in their new home and grant them many years
of good health and happiness!
The day concluded, as always, with a prayer of
thanksgiving for the many blessings that God sends us
every single day and for His generosity. We look
forward to next year’s celebration which, God willing,
will take place in our newly consecrated church.
—Lana Logvy

Fr. Alexander gave the attendees an update on the
iconostasis and showed the very first icon that will be
incorporated into it: the Last Supper, rendered in bright
and vibrant colors by Vladimir Krassovsky, Fr. Alex’s
brother (photo at right). He also discussed the

3

Gethsemane, where the bodies of her parents and the
righteous Joseph were buried. At the funeral, many
miracles were performed. By touching the deathbed of
the Mother of God, the blind regained their sight,
demons were driven away, and all sorts of illnesses
were cured. Crowds of people followed her most pure
body. Jewish priests and leaders tried to break up this
holy procession, but the Lord invisibly protected it.
One of the priests, by the name of Athonius, ran up,
seized, and tried to overturn the bier on which the body
of the Mother of God was laid. But an invisible angel
chopped off both his hands. Athonius, struck by such a
fearsome miracle, repented, and the Apostle Peter
healed him.
Three days after the
burial of the Mother of God,
the absent Apostle Thomas
arrived in Jerusalem. He
was greatly saddened that
he had not been able to say
farewell to the her; and with
all his heart, he desired to
venerate her most pure
remains. The apostles felt so
sorry for him that they
decided to go and roll away
the stone from the tomb to
give him the possibility to venerate for the last time the
body of the Mother of God. But when they opened the
tomb, her most holy body was not found, but only one
piece of burial shroud was there. The amazed apostles
returned to the house together and prayed to God to
reveal to them what had become of the body of the
Mother of God. In the evening, at the end of dinner
during prayer, they heard angelic singing. Looking up,
the apostles saw in the air the Mother of God
surrounded by angels and in the radiance of heavenly
glory. The Mother of God said to the apostles,
“Rejoice! I am with you always and will pray for you
before God.”
The apostles exclaimed to her in joy, “Most-holy
Mother of God, help us!”
Thus the Lord Jesus Christ glorified His Most-Holy
Mother. He resurrected her and took her most holy
body to Himself and set her higher than all His angels.
The Dormition of our Most-holy Lady Mother of
God is celebrated by the Holy Orthodox Church as one
of its major feasts on August 15 (August 28, new
style). Preceding this feast, there is a two-week fast
beginning from the August 1. This feast is called the
Dormition (“falling asleep”) because the Mother of
God died quietly as if she were falling asleep and,
more importantly, because of the short sojourn of her
body in the grave. After three days, she was resurrected
by the Lord and ascended into Heaven.

The Feast of the Dormition of the
Theotokos
After the Ascension of Jesus Christ, the Most-Holy
Mother of God continued to live on earth for several
years. (One Christian historian says ten years, another
twenty-two.) Apostle John the Theologian, according
to the instructions of Jesus Christ, took her into his
home and cared for her with great love as her own son
until the end of her life. The Most-Holy Mother of God
became a mother to all twelve of the apostles. They
prayed with her with great joy and were comforted to
listen to her instructive conversations about the Savior.
When the Christian faith had spread to other lands,
many Christians came from
distant countries to see and
listen to her voice.
Living in Jerusalem, the
Mother of God loved to visit
those places where the Savior
had frequented and where he
had suffered, died, rose from
the dead, and ascended to
Heaven. She prayed at these
places weeping, remembering His suffering, and
rejoicing at the places of His
Resurrection and Ascension.
She often prayed that Christ would soon take her to
Himself in Heaven.
One day, when the Most-Holy Mary was praying
thus on the Mount of Olives, the Archangel Gabriel
appeared to her with a branch from a date palm in
Paradise and told her the joyful news that in three days
she would finish her earthly life, and the Lord would
take her to Himself. The Mother of God silently
rejoiced over this news. She told her adopted son,
John, and began to prepare for her end. At that time,
the other apostles were not in Jerusalem, as they had
dispersed to other countries to preach about the Savior.
The Mother of God wanted to bid farewell to them, and
so the Lord in a miraculous manner gathered all the
apostles to her (except Thomas), transporting them by
His omnipotent power.
Grief befell them over losing the Mother of the
Lord and their own spiritual Mother when they learned
why God had gathered them. But she comforted them,
promising not to leave them and all Christians after her
death and promising to pray for them. Then, she
blessed them all.
At the hour of her death, an extraordinary light
shone in the room where the Mother of God lay. The
Lord Jesus Christ Himself, surrounded by angels,
appeared and received her pure soul.
The apostles buried the pure body of the Mother of
God according to her wishes in the Garden of

4

and paint the walls. Once the iconostas is in place,
hopefully the week of September 9, we can run the
new electrical connections, refinish the floor in the rest
of the church, take care of hanging the lampadas, and
relocate several large icons.
Our Sts. Peter and Paul feast day was a big success,
and many thanks are due to our Sisterhood, who
organized a wonderful dinner with Vladika Theodosy
and lunch with Vladika Kyrill.
We have received the okay to have our church
officially consecrated on July 11, 2020, so we have
many projects to take care of to put the property in
order, such as painting the hall inside and out,
refinishing the hall floors, as well as completing the
painting of the church interior. It will be a busy year!
—Paul Johnson
707-696-5566; starosta@sonic.net

Troparion of the Feast
In giving birth Thou didst preserve Thy virginity; in
Thy dormition Thou didst not forsake the world,
O Theotokos. Thou wast translated unto life, since
Thou art the Mother of Life; and by Thine
intercessions dost Thou deliver our souls from death.






Starosta’s Corner
Our iconostasis arrived on July 15 from Crete, marking
a milestone for our parish and a step closer to
completing preparations for the full consecration of the
church. We received the new iconostas in 63 pieces,
weighing 2.2 tons, in a 40-foot container. Some pieces
were so large and heavy, they took all of us to carry
them to the church or Admin Building for storage until
installation, as parishioners may have noticed. We are
grateful to the volunteers who helped offload the
precious yet heavy and delicate cargo: Fr. Alexander,
Demetrios Handelih, Daniel Judd, Misha Mogilev and
Misha Jr., Alyosha Khlopoff, John Poluektov, John
Reighard, and myself. In September, we plan to have
the craftsmen from Greece fly here to help assemble it.

Sisterhood News
Another busy few months have passed, with Pentecost
Sunday and the Saints Peter and Paul parish feast day,
to mention a few occasions. Everyone seems to have
enjoyed themselves at all the celebrations, and the food
was great! Thanks to those who helped with the
bouquets of flowers (photo pg. 1) and the decorations
for Pentecost Sunday. Also, for all those who cooked
and helped serve the forty-day pominki for Yura Logvy
as well as the pominki for Andrei Litvinenko, we are so
grateful. They will be missed, and may they rest in
peace and forever be in our memories.

Our upcoming holidays for August and September
are Transfiguration of Our Lord on Monday,
August 19, the Dormition of the Holy Theotokos,
Wednesday, August 28, the Nativity of the Theotokos,
Saturday, September 21, and the Exaltation of the LifeGiving Cross, Friday, September 27.
If you would like to help out on future Sunday or
holiday lunches, or be added to the Sisterhood mailing
list, please contact me, our lunch scheduler at
Nadiastew55@yahoo.com or 925-372-7838.

Our next project to accommodate the new iconostas
will be to remove the old iconostas, redirect two AC
ducts, remove the cement and plaster on the front
columns, remove railings on the kliros, repair and
refinish the floor on the amvon (solea) and in the altar,
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Please do not forget our ailing members and shutins, who could always use our prayers, visits, and
phone calls. For more information on ways to help,
please contact our Outreach Liaison, Anna Judd, at
707-823-2372 or annaljudd@comcast.net.
Our next Sisterhood meeting is to be determined at
a later date. Our next pelmeniy-making date is also to
be scheduled. Thank you to everyone for your
continuing support of and dedication to the Sisterhood.
God bless!
—Nadia Stewart, Head Sister
of the St. Olga Sisterhood
925-372-7838  Nadiastew55@yahoo.com

1. Preheat oven to 350°F. Lightly grease an 8×8 inch
square baking pan.
2. Melt the coconut oil so that it is completely liquid.
You can do this in the microwave on low power.
Set aside to cool (but not solidify).
3. In a bowl, combine the dry ingredients: flour,
arrowroot, salt, baking powder, and baking soda.
Set aside.
4. Empty the tofu into a large mixing bowl. Using a
whisk, mix in the sugar and soy milk, followed by
the coconut oil.
5. Add the dry ingredients into the wet. Combine well
but don’t overmix. Fold in the shredded coconut.
6. Pour the batter into the prepared pan, and sprinkle
about a teaspoon of sugar over the top. Bake for
about 35 minutes until a toothpick comes out clean.
Serves 12.
—Nadia Stewart

♪ Choir Notes ♫
We are looking forward to preparing for our church’s
Great Consecration next July and will be scheduling a
series of special rehearsals to prepare the repertoire.
The Summer School of Liturgical Music was held
at Holy Trinity Monastery in Jordanville.
Congratulations to Daniel Alva, one of our tenors
(second row below, at left), who participated in this
two-week intensive course. Later this year, on
October 2–6, the 28th Annual Russian Orthodox
Church Musicians’ Conference will be hosted by Holy
Epiphany Russian Orthodox Church in Boston,
Massachusetts. Classes, speakers, and rehearsals will
be led by faculty from the US and Russia. For more
information, write to info@rocmconference.org or sign
up at the Facebook page: Russian Orthodox Church
Musicians’
Conference,
Boston,
MA
2019
(http://www. facebook.com/rocmcma2019).

Recipe Corner
Coconut Tofu Snack Cake (Vegan)
The more whole grain you use, the denser the cake will
be. You may also decide to increase the sugar by about
¼ cup, depending on your sweet tooth.
Ingredients:
• ¼ cup coconut oil,
melted
• 1½ cups flour (at
least ½ c. can be
whole wheat)
• ¼ cup arrowroot
powder or cornstarch
• ¼ tsp. sea salt
• 2 tsp. baking powder
• ¼ tsp. baking soda
• 300 g (Sunrise) coconut dessert tofu (available
in packages at Asian grocery stores)
• ¾ cup sugar
• 2 Tbsp. vanilla soy milk (or other nondairy
milk)
• 1 cup unsweetened dried shredded coconut
• 1 tsp. sugar
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• Sat., August 24, Divine Liturgy, Our Lady of Kazan
Church, Hours, 9:30 a.m., Liturgy, 10:00 a.m. 17370
Neely Rd., Guerneville 95446. 707-869-2637.
• Christ the Saviour Church parish feast day, Thurs.,
August 29, 9:00 a.m., 2040 Anza St. & 12th Ave., San
Francisco. frphiliphalliwell@gmail.com; 415-752-1347
• Monthly Byblos Book Club now forming: meetings
on third Thursdays in Marin County. Engaging in
conversations about truth, meaning, purpose, and life.
Contact Anthony Scott at orthodoxconsultant@
gmail.com to sign up. The first book will be Father
Arseny: Priest, Prisoner, Spiritual Father.
• Middle Eastern Festival, September 7–8, 12:00–
9:00 p.m., St. George Orthodox Church, 7311
College View Dr., Rohnert Park. Eat, drink and dance:
live and DJ Mediterranean and Middle Eastern music,
traditional folk dancing, delicious food (hummus,
falafel, gyros, shawarma, spanikopita, Greek & Middle
Eastern pastries, baklava, knafeh, and more). For info,
visit https://www.facebook.com/stgeorgefestival/.

Orthodox Community Events
• The
Nomadic
Shelter
program
(“Angels
Unawares”): first Thursday of the month. Guests
from the Redwood Gospel Mission will arrive about
6:00 p.m. and depart about 6:30 a.m. Volunteers are
needed from 4:00 to 8:00 p.m. Any questions, call
Michael or Rachel Dovey at 707-799-4117.
St. Seraphim Orthodox Church, 90 Mountain View
Ave., Santa Rosa.
• Redwood Empire Food Bank distribution, second
Wednesdays, at 5:00–6:00 p.m. St. Seraphim
Orthodox Church parking lot, 90 Mountain View
Ave., Santa Rosa, 707-584-9491.
• Dormition Vespers and talk, August 10, 5:00 p.m.
Sts. Constantine and Helen Orthodox Church, 1224
Alabama St., Vallejo. Discussion with Father Ninos
Oshaana on the Theotokos, motherhood, and the
sanctity of life. A light meal will be served. stscah.com
• Holy Assumption Monastery feast day for
Dormition (N.S.): Vigil, 5:00 p.m., Wed., August 14,
followed by lenten meal. Hours and Liturgy Thurs.,
August 15, 8:40 a.m. Location: 1519 Washington St.,
Calistoga. E-mail sisters.holyassumptionmonastery@
gmail.com or call 707-942-6244.

• September 8, 5:00 p.m. marks the 40th anniversary
year of the Slavyanka Russian Chorus with a
cocktail / silent auction / raffle / social hour,
followed by a gala program that includes a plated
dinner and cash bar. Raffle and auction prizes,
including a week at a Russian River cabin, jewelry,
holistic health services, imported Uzbek products,
Russian-themed goods, and more. Tickets are $100
per person; each ticket includes a $47 tax-deductible
donation to the chorus. Patio Español, 2850
Alemany Blvd., San Francisco. Visit https://www.
slavyankachorus.org for tickets.

Meeting Notice:
 Parish Council meeting: Tuesday,
August 20, at 6:00 p.m., in the
Admin Building
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Our Council Members
Rev. Alexander Krassovsky ............... 707-585-8330
Paul Johnson, Warden ....................... 707-696-5566
Michael Kirchanski, Financial Mgr. .. 707-536-8842
Elisabeth Russie, Asst. Fin. Mgr. ....... 415-892-0902
Nadia Stewart, Head Sister ............... 925-372-7838
Lana Logvy, Secretary ....................... 707-942-4436
Fr. Deacon Athanasius Ferguson ....... 707-812-4125
Anna Ferguson ................................... 707-812-4124
Demitrios Handelih ............................ 707-292-2842
Michael A. Mogilev ........................... 707-953-3636
Joanna Smith Chidlowsky .................. 617-285-5211
Nick Spring ........................................ 707-481-4825
Vera Spring ........................................ 559-334-7411
Alla Zaharoff ...................................... 707-387-5044
Lana Jones, Reserve Member............. 707-528-6540
• September 14, 7:00 p.m. The First Russian Imperial
Charity Ball in San Francisco sponsored by the
Assembly of Russian Nobility, Chapter of Western
USA, and the Russian Center of San Francisco, 2450
Sutter St. Tickets: $150. info@RICBLA.com or
manager@RussianCenterSF.com. Website: http://
russiancentersf.com.
• September 20 & 21, Family Camp St. Seraphim
Orthodox Church, 90 Mountain View Ave., Santa
Rosa.
Contact
Fr.
Lawrence
for
details:
lmargitich@sbcglobal.net.
• San Francisco Greek Festival, Cathedral of the
Annunciation, “A Taste of Greece,” September 20–
22.
245
Valencia
St.,
San
Francisco,
www.sfgreekfestival.com.
• Divine Liturgy for the Feast of Saint Silouan’s
Monastery, September 24, 21285 Old Sonora
Columbia Rd, Sonora, CA 95370.
• Sat., September 28, Holy Dormition Orthodox
Church Harvest Fair, 12:00–8:00 p.m. The festivities
include food, games, crafts, tea room, apple pie
contest, drama, and music. 1521 Rose Ave., Santa
Rosa.
• September 27, Greek Heritage Night, San Francisco
Giants v. LA Dodgers, 7:15 p.m. Come join the San
Francisco Annunciation Dance Groups for a fun Greek
Heritage Night. Tickets are $47 each in the bleacher
section 137 and will include a special Giants Greek Tshirt. For tickets, contact Stephanie Thompson at
sotiria@gmail.com.
• Fort Ross Seaview Harvest Festival, Sat.,
October 5, 10:00 a.m.–5:00 p.m. Apple picking and
Russian House Kedry followed by a celebration in the
historic 19th-century Russian settlement compound.
Fort Ross State Historic Park, 11 miles north of
Jenner on Highway 1. www.fortross.org/events.htm.
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