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Metropolitan Onuphry of Kiev and All Ukraine.

Priest’s Corner 
For the third year in a row, we are distracted during 
this most holy time of the year: Great Lent and Holy 
Pascha. For two years in a row, the Covid-19 
pandemic had us worried about being out in public 
places or even coming to church. Glory be to God that 
we passed through this without any major issues. 
Nevertheless, the concerns over the pandemic and its 
potential dangers distracted us from our prayers and 
repentance, both so necessary for our salvation. 

Now, in this third year, the Evil One distracts us 
once again with a most horrible war in our homeland. I 
do not say specifically Russia or Ukraine, as both are 
part of our homeland. While, politically speaking, this 
is an invasion of one nation into another, we, as 
Russian Orthodox Christians, are deeply pained by this 
because—spiritually speaking—this is a war between 
brothers arising from a set of political circumstances 
causing an historically, culturally, and, most 

importantly, spiritually single people—our brothers 
and sisters in Christ—to spill each other’s blood. This 
can only be the work of the Evil One, who seeks to 
divide and to destroy. 

How do we deal with this terrible situation, which 
is so close to our hearts? Does this not distract us, yet 
again, from this holiest time of the year? Of course it 
does. And it is here we must combat that distraction 
and attempt to do something about that which so 
occupies our concerns today. We must redouble our 
efforts in prayer and fasting. We must not allow the 
Evil One to distract us from this, for this is the only 
true weapon we have to help ourselves and the 
situation in our homeland. There is no point in trying 
to analyze the politics of this situation, as we do not 
have all the information needed to be able to properly 

understand what is going on, especially given that we 
cannot trust the information given to us by our 
mainstream media. Even if we did have all of the 
information and had it all figured out, there is nothing 
we could do about it from a political standpoint, and 
furthermore, each of us will have his or her own 
interpretation of these events and who we believe is to 
blame for it. Engaging in such discussions will only 
bring disagreement and discord among families, 
friends and parishioners—dividing us, as the Evil One 
has divided our brothers and sisters in our homeland.  

In our Church we have people who identify as 
Russian, Ukrainian, Palestinian, American, Greek, 
Eritrean, and other ethnicities. Why then are we all 
here together? It is because our Lord Jesus Christ calls 
us to unity in Him. It is the fact that we are, above all 
else, Orthodox Christians. Our Holy Church prays not 



for the suffering people of one side or the other, but 
for both. We pray, not for victory, but for peace. Can 
our prayers be enough to make a difference? 
Absolutely. For seventy years, the faithful of our 
Russian Orthodox Church Abroad fasted, repented, 
and prayed during Great Lent and throughout the year 
for the freedom of our homeland from the godless 
regime of the Soviet Union. In 1991, almost without 
warning, and with hardly a drop of blood being 
spilled, our Merciful Lord answered our collective 
prayer. 

A new plague of animosity and division attacks 
our homeland once again. Let us, together with our 
predecessors and all of the Saints and New Martyrs of 
our homeland make fervent our prayers and beseech 
Our Resurrected Savior to keep us from animosity and 
division and restore peace and brotherly love to our 
homeland. 

—Fr. Alexander 
   

Congratulations to the parents, godparents, and 
relatives of Michael Trice, who, was baptized in 
our church on April 9, 2022. Also, congratulations 
to all our Name’s day celebrants*: 
 
April 5 – Lydia Ammossow, Lydia Reoutt, Lydia 

Romanovsky, and Lydia Sinkevich 
April 8 – Alla Zaharoff, Larissa Konina, Larissa 

Krassovsky, and Larissa Saschin 
April 14 – Maria Markoff 
May 5 – Maria Ferguson Acquaye 
May 6 – Anatoly Avdienko, George Franke-Zaharoff, 

George Lucas, Alexandra Huhalov, Alexandra 
Krassovsky, Alexandra Logvy, and Alexandra 
Stewart 

May 8 – Mark Collins and Marcus Schluter 
May 15 – Zoya Litvinenko 
May 17 – Pelagea (Paula) Cesik-Karuzic 
May 18 – Irina Saschin 
May 22 – Nicholas Balitsky, Nicholas Spring, 

Nicholas Schneider, Nicholas Cesik-Karuzic, 
Christopher Jones, Svetlana Jones, and 
Svetlana Logvy 

May 24 – Kyrill Mogilev and Kyrill Logvy 
May 27 – Max (Holvardt) Reighard 

 
God grant them all Many Years! 

 
 

*Fr. Alexander asks that you please notify him if we 
have missed anyone’s name’s day in our lists. 
Thank you! 

   
 

O Lord and Master of my life, 
a spirit of idleness, despondency, 

ambition, and idle talking  
give me not. 

But rather a spirit of chastity, humble-
mindedness, patience, and love bestow 

upon me Thy servant. 
Yea, O Lord and King, grant me to see 
my own failings and not condemn my 
brother, for blessed art Thou unto the 

ages of ages. Amen. 
 

—The Lenten Prayer of St. Ephraim 
 
 

What Do the Services During Holy Week 
Commemorate? 

The Holy Week services begin with the celebration of 
Christ’s entrance into Jerusalem, where He will 
complete His earthly ministry and complete the second 
purpose of His incarnation on Earth—the redemption 
of mankind through His death on the Cross and Bright 
Resurrection. 

As we recall from Scripture, Jesus triumphantly 
entered into Jerusalem to the cheers of thousands of 
Jews, who thought He had come to reestablish the 
earthly Kingdom of Israel or, in other words, to free 
the Jews from the yoke of the Roman Empire. The 
Kingdom of God, of course, was not of this Earth at 
all, but the redemption of all humankind and the 
opening of the gates of Heaven. Because of this, the 
Jews’ cries of “Hosanna!” on Palm Sunday turned to 
“Crucify Him!” by the end of the week. In church, the 
services Sunday evening, Monday, and Tuesday all 
commemorate the last teachings of the Lord while in 
the Temple of Jerusalem, and privately, with His 
Apostles. These are extensively discussed in the 
Gospel according to Matthew (Ch. 21–25) and John 
(Ch. 12–17). Wednesday morning, we celebrate the 
last Presanctified Liturgy, which is celebrated only 
during Great Lent, commemorating the betrayal of 
Jesus by Judas Iscariot. Although the actual arrest of 
Jesus took place late Thursday night, it was on 
Wednesday that Judas went to the chief priests and 
said, “What will you give me to betray Him to you?” 
(Matt. 26:15). It is for this reason that we fast on every 
Wednesday of the year (with some exceptions). 

The service on Thursday morning commemorates 
the Last Supper, during which Jesus uttered the words 
we hear at every Liturgy, “Take this and eat, this is 
My Body, which is broken for you for the remission 

 



Paul Johnson, Father Alexander, and Father Deacon 
Afanassy Ferguson preside over the Annual Meeting 

of sins” (Matt 26:28–29), thereby establishing the 
sacrament of Holy Communion. We will be 
celebrating this very special Liturgy on Thursday 
morning of Holy Week. Thursday evening, we read 
the 12 Passion Gospels, which trace the events from 
Christ’s final conversation with His disciples during 
the Last Supper all the way through the burial of Jesus. 

On Friday morning, the Royal Hours are read, 
during which several of the previous evening’s Gospel 
readings are repeated, commemorating the actual 
crucifixion of Jesus and His death on the Cross. It is 
for this reason that Great and Holy Friday is the 
strictest fasting day of the year and that we fast on 
Fridays throughout the rest of the year. The afternoon 
Vespers service with the bringing out of the Winding 
Sheet, or plachanitsa, follows the events of the 
removal of Jesus from the Cross, the lamentation of 
the Mother of God, and His burial in the sepulcher. 
That same evening, the “funeral” service for the Lord 
is conducted commemorating His descent into Hades 
and freeing all those, for whom salvation was not 
possible in the Old Testament prior to the coming of 
the Savior. This descent is marked by the procession 
around the church with the plachanitsa. At the end of 
this procession, the dark mood of Holy Friday begins 
to change, as the prophesies of the General 
Resurrection of all of mankind, written by the Prophet 
Jeremiah, foreshadow the coming Resurrection of 
Christ. 

On Great and Holy Saturday, we actually begin the 
celebration of the Resurrection of the Lord with the 
Vespers service combined with the Divine Liturgy. 
The words “Let every creature be silent...” refer to the 
fact that Our Lord still lies in His tomb and that we 
await, with solemn anticipation, the moment of the 
Resurrection. On that day, in accordance with ancient 
traditions, the Myrrh-bearing Women did not go to the 
tomb and remained silent, as it was the Sabbath day. 
When the Sabbath was past, in other words, very early 
Sunday morning, the women hurried to the tomb, as 
they were now allowed to do so, to anoint the body of 
Jesus. This particular trip to the tomb of the Lord is 
commemorated by the midnight procession around the 
church at the beginning of the Paschal Matins service, 
the significance being that the women came to the 
tomb and found it empty, just as we reenter the church 
and no longer find the body of Jesus there, but instead, 
the icon of the Resurrected Christ. 
 

Христос Воскресе! Christ is Risen! 
Христос Анести! 

—Abbot Tryphon 
All-Merciful Saviour Monastery 

Vashon Island, Washington 
 

Annual Meeting Recap 
On March 20, 2022, our parish held its Annual 
Meeting. Thanks to all who participated. The 
following is a synopsis of what took place. 
 

Rector’s Report 
Sts. Peter and Paul church has existed for 44 years and 
is now stronger than before the pandemic. We 
celebrated six baptisms and one wedding last year. 
Sadly, we also lost nine members of our parish in 
2021, including two priests who were close to our 
parish. The number of parishioners receiving Holy 
Communion during Great Lent in 2021 was up, 
totaling 460 as compared with 420 the previous year. 
General Confession in conjunction with private 
Confessions will also probably increase this year. 
Father blessed 62 homes, up from 55 last year, with 
the holy Theophany water. Our attendance at Sunday 
and Saturday liturgies has also increased. Due to the 
demographics of younger people attending Sts. Peter 
and Paul, the service has incorporated more English in 
the Liturgy. The Unction service is scheduled for 
Monday, April 11, 2022, and will be presided over by 
Bishop Theodosy of Seattle. Last year, seven clergy 
from both ROCOR and OCA parishes participated, led 
by Archbishop Kyrill of San Francisco and Western 
America, with 70 Orthodox Christians attending. 
Father reminded the parish how prayerful and unique 
our Lenten services are and encouraged everyone to 
attend, especially considering the difficulties of the 
past two years of the pandemic and the current 
situation with Russia and Ukraine. 

Konstantin (Kostya) Pavloff, the choir director, 
and all the members of the choir were given Father’s 
heartfelt gratitude for their love and dedication to the 
church. Father thanked the Parish Council, our 
Starosta Paul Johnson, and Lana Logvy, who served 
on the Parish Council for 20 years and has been a 
devoted member of our parish family, for their 
dedication and hard work. He acknowledged the many 
people behind the scenes who keep our parish going 
with love and dedication, all for the Glory of God. 



Father Alexander blessing the Peterson home.

Sts. Peter & Paul Annual Parish Meeting, March 20, 2022, 
was well attended. 

Dima and Nina Shikaloff and Father Martin and Sarah 
Person under the tent at “St. Petersburg Nights”. 

The cemetery project has been a main focus for 
our parish. Initiated in July 2018, it was granted a 
Conditional Use Permit by the County in June 2021. 
The costs have grown over time, from $15,000 to 
$112,000, despite our efforts to negotiate with the 
County. Our LLC is required to mitigate land that is 

inhabited by protected species such as the California 
tiger salamander. For each acre we develop, we are 
required to purchase two acres of mitigation credits at 
the cost of $80,000/acre. We plan to establish the Sts. 
Peter and Paul Churchyard Cemetery Trust Fund, for 
which burial plots will be sold at $5,000 each. This 
money will be held in trust until all hurdles have been 
cleared for opening the cemetery; otherwise, the 
money will be fully refunded. 

We are working toward fully furnishing our 
church interior. Four carved columns have been 
ordered, as well as the altar table. Unfortunately, they 
are located in Kiev, and owing to the ongoing conflict 
between Russia and Ukraine, the date these items will 
be delivered is uncertain. Thus, we do not have a firm 
date for our full church consecration. 

We held several successful fundraising events this 
year. Our Stewardship program, which has been 
running for 11 years now, collected over $26,000 for 

2021. On February 27, 2022, the St. Petersburg Nights 
auction night fundraiser for the cemetery project 
netted $68,000. Thanks go to Paul Johnson and Anya 
Krassovsky for their many hours of setting up; George 
(Goga) Engurasoff for his musical entertainment; 
Eugene (Zhenya) Krassovsky for his role as auctioneer 
and Master of Ceremonies; Sasha Krassovsky and 
Katya Logvy for their planning, organizing and 
administration; and all their helpers. The Sisterhood 
has also designated luncheons and other activities to 
benefit the cemetery project. 
 
Treasurer’s report 
We had $266,739 in our bank account as of 
December 31, 2021. Our total assets were $5,838,605. 
Parish activity for 2021 included expenses of $237,336 
and income of $237,798, leaving the parish in the 
black with a net of $462. The Sisterhood donates 
$2,500 per month to the church. After the Bazaar in 
November, one of the most successful ever, they were 
able to fulfill their obligations to the parish. 

The LLC that manages the property to our north 

has a total of $53,295 in their bank accounts. The 21 
acres of property adjacent to our church property is 
valued at $1.1 million. Because they have an 
outstanding loan for $310,000, their net positive assets 
total $855,195. If the cemetery project does not go 
through, we will have sufficient funds to pay off our 
loan by selling the property. The total income for the 
property in 2021 was $42,803 and expenses were 
$31,709. 
 
Cemetery Project 
The project was approved by Sonoma County 
unanimously on June 10, 2021. The 10-acre parcel to 
be developed is expected hold about 8,000 grave sites. 
The next step is to negotiate the mitigation costs and 
have the California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(CDFW) and The Army Corps of Engineers agree with 
our proposal. CDFW is requiring updated surveys on 



Zoya Litvinenko, Anna Ferguson, and Vera Williams helped 
to host the Blini Luncheon on February 20. 

the special-status species found on the property five 
years ago. One has been done, and two more, in April 
and May, will be conducted. The LLC will be having a 
meeting on March 9, 2022, with WRA, Inc. 
(environmental consultants) to review the mitigation 
requirements. If the governmental agencies require 
two acres of mitigation for each acre developed, the 
cost would be exorbitant. Based on the discussions 
with these agencies, we will soon know whether the 
project is financially feasible. 
 
Completed Projects 
 Screens were installed in the bell tower to keep the 

pigeons out. 
 The diseased birch trees on our church property 

were removed. 
 Two stanchions were installed in front of the 

control unit for the gate. 
 A large tent purchased for the gala on February 27 

was erected on the deck. 
 The tips of the new fence and gate were painted 

gold. 
 Our church sign was scrubbed and Plexiglas 

installed over the sign to keep it clean. 
 A camera was installed in the main entrance of the 

church for streaming live services. 
 A drain and overflow drain that were clogged 

during a storm, damaging the men’s bathroom and 
kitchen, have been repaired. 

Upcoming Projects 
 Finish painting and gilding the cupolas for 

installation. 
 Replace the carpet with wood flooring in the 

administration building and paint the room. 
 Complete the bracing of the iconostasis, install the 

columns, and purchase the analogia and altar table 
for the church. 

 Possibly plant trees and shrubs in the center island 
of the parking lot and install planter boxes on the 
deck as well as purchase more table and chairs for 
outside seating. 

For 2022, the projected cost of improvements will be 
approximately $29,000. This does not include the full 
consecration of our church, as we cannot determine a 
date when that will happen. Father expects the budget 
to be balanced and sees no need to dip into our savings 
account. We have approximately $200,000 in cash 
reserves. 

We thank Elena Poluektov, Arina Bohn, Lena 
Piskuleva, and Julia Poluektov for their flower 

arrangements that beautify the church, and Ian 
McWethy and Yura Franke-Zaharoff for their help at 
the candle counter. Ian helps clean the church, which 
is very much appreciated, as does Lydia Romanovsky, 
who has been on a leave of absence. Also, thanks go to 
all the people who have helped with setups and 
teardowns for the fundraisers. 
 

—Paul Johnson, Church Warden 
707-696-5566; starosta@sonic.net 

 
   

 
Sisterhood News 

Reorganization 
The Sisterhood has evolved from having a Head Sister 
to a core group that is responsible for accomplishing 
what needs to be done for our parish community. Vera 
Williams will remain Treasurer for the Sisterhood. 
Anna Ferguson sends out emails to the group with 
updates, changes, or issues that may need clarification. 
Most of the ladies in the group and their helpers are 
capable and independent, making good decisions 
based on their many years of experience at Sts. Peter 
and Paul. They all come together as necessary when 
resolutions or new ideas need to be evaluated. 

At the Annual Meeting, Nadia thanked Sharon 
Buot for her dedication in making sure the kitchen is 
ready to go for a lunch, making sure everything is 
cleaned up afterward, and encouraging people to 
volunteer to cook. Anna Judd has faithfully prepared 
outreach baskets at Christmas and Easter for our shut-
ins. Elena, Lena, Arina, and Julia have done a 
wonderful job with the flowers for the church. A 
special thank-you went to Alex and Zoya Litvinenko 
for the many times they prepared the dough for our 



Nadia Stewart, long-time 
Senior Sister.

food-related functions. And of course, thanks to all the 
parishioners who worked so hard to make our Bazaar 
one of the most successful to date. 

Fundraising for the cemetery project has included 
special luncheons, the Blini Sunday luncheon, the 
Vecherinka, and recently, the sale of Zhavoronki (lark 
buns). 

Having independent committees over the past 
couple of years and thus has been able to ease the 
burden of the Head Sister, Nadia Stewart, who 
formerly had to oversee all the functions of the 
organization. The women have been able to coordinate 
the lunch program, the flowers for the church, the 
outreach program, vestments for the church, 
fundraising, and special events. Earlier this year, the 
Sisterhood decided to formalize this new structure 
with the various groups communicating with each 
other about what is needed and what has transpired via 
phone and Internet. The groups are ultimately 
responsible to the Parish Council, which will be kept 
informed regularly regarding Sisterhood activities. 

 Sisterhood sub-committees and small groups 
independently handle weekly lunch planning and 
coordination, church vesting and flower decorations, 
large events and special events, charitable outreach, 
and the like. All activities are coordinated through a 
common Sisterhood “chat room” through which each 
group can publish their activities or plans, request 
help, suggest improvements, and generally keep 
everyone “in the loop” of all Sisterhood activities and, 
at the same time, equitably spread the load of these 
responsibilities. In the past, all of this was on the 
shoulders of one individual, which could sometimes be 
overwhelming for one individual to handle. Father 
Alexander would like to express his very sincere 

gratitude to Nadia 
Stewart, who had 
been doing precisely 
that for so many 
years. He is happy to 
be able to unburden 
her after all these 
years and prays that 
God will reward her 
for her tireless efforts 
and many years of 
dedication to our 
Sisterhood and our 
parish at large. Thank 
you Nadia, and God 
bless! 

Current Events 
The Sisterhood has been very busy with all the 
preparations leading up to Easter and other activities 
and events. Thank you to all who have been 
contributing where necessary. 

Thank you to those that did the lunches for the 
Meeting of Our Lord and Savior, Forgiveness Sunday, 
and Annunciation. All were a great success on top of 
being a well appreciated opportunity for many to 
socialize. Thank you ladies! The verbiy (spring 
bouquets) are being made in preparation for sale for 
Palm Sunday (April 17). Thank you, Masha Lysenko, 
for preparing these at home. Also, kulichi and pascha 
are being made by the ladies in the Sisterhood (for sale 
at $20 for one pound and $35 for 2 pounds) and for the 
Outreach Baskets. These will be ready for pickup on 
Palm Sunday. We also have 5-pound buckets of tvorog 
(farmers cheese) left for sale at $20 a bucket and 
vanilla sticks for sale at $4 a stick. 

Our upcoming lunches are for Palm Sunday on 
April 17, which will be a fundraiser, Rasgovlenia 
(Easter Midnight Feast, April 24), and Bright Monday 
on April 25. If you would like to help out with future 
Sunday or holiday lunches, please contact Sharon Buot 
Kardashiantz at 707-321-9893 or sharonbuot@ 
northbaypostacute.com. 

Please do not forget our ailing members and shut-
ins: They could always use our prayers and maybe 
even a cheerful visit or phone call. For more 
information, please contact our Outreach Liaison, 
Anna Judd at 707-823-2372 or annaljudd@ 
comcast.net. 

Keep in mind that each year, the Sisterhood’s goal 
is to contribute $30,000 to support our church. Much 
time is needed to set up the luncheon and to clean up. 
Supplies as well as kitchen staples need to be 
purchased. Hours are spent to provide a tasty luncheon 
for the people who stay after the service for fellowship 
in the hall. The cost of food has gone up considerably, 



Icon of the Mother of God 
“Hodigitria” (Directress) 

Father Alexander and Andrei Peterson celebrate 
their birthdays. 

yet most of the time the volunteers do not ask for 
reimbursement. So please be generous when donating 
for your meal. 

The next Sisterhood meeting and next pelmeniy-
making session are to be determined. Thank you to 
everyone for your continuing support of and 
dedication to the Sisterhood. May 2022 be another 
successful year! 
 

—Nadine Stewart, for the St. Olga Sisterhood 
925-372-7838  Nadiastew55@yahoo.com 

 
   

 
Pochvala (Laudations) of the 

Mother of God 
On the fifth Friday in Great Lent, the Church 
commemorates miraculous interventions of the 

Theotokos in key 
moments in history. 
The Matins with a 
canon of Laudations 
to the Mother of God 
are served, into 
which the Akathist 
Hymn is interspersed. 

The background 
begins in the year 
625, when the 
emperor Heraclius 
was fighting the 
Persians and the 
Khan sent forces to 
attack Constantinople 
by land and by sea. 

Patriarch Sergius urged 
the people not to lose heart, but to trust in God. A 
procession was made around the city with the Cross of 
the Lord, the robe of the Virgin, the Icon of the Savior 
Not Made by Hands, and the Hodigitria Icon of the 
Mother of God. The Patriarch dipped the Virgin’s robe 
in the sea, and the city’s defenders beat back the 
Khan’s sea forces. The sea became very rough, and 
many boats sank. The invaders retreated, and the 
people of Constantinople gave thanks to God and to 
His Most Pure Mother. 

On two other occasions, in 655 and 705, the 
Theotokos protected the city from Saracen invaders. A 
feast day dedicated to the Laudation of the Virgin was 
established to commemorate these victories. The 
Akathist to the Mother of God is believed to originate 
from this period, and its use spread from 
Constantinople to other Orthodox lands. 

The icon before which the Akathist was sung was 
given to the Dionysiou Monastery on Mt. Athos by 

Emperor Alexius Comnenos. There, it began to flow 
with myrrh. There were at least three wonderworking 
copies of this icon in Russia before the Revolution. 
This icon shows the Mother of God seated on a throne, 
and surrounded by Prophets with scrolls. 

 

   
 

Orthodox Community Events 
 Babushka’s Take ’n’ Bake Pascha Bazaar, 

April 17, 9:00 a.m.–1:00 p.m., Holy Virgin 
Cathedral, 6210 Geary Blvd., San Francisco. Order 
your food to go at www.HolyVirginCathedral.com. 
Menu items include salmon or mushroom/potato pirog 
by the slice or freshly baked quarter sheets and hot 
mushroom barley soup. Kulich-decorating workshop, 
face painting, and “baby chick” holding for the kids; 
vendors selling beautiful Easter goodies and Pascha 
eggs. Vika Kochergin will be selling her beautiful 
pencil drawings. St. George Pathfinders are creating 
beautiful Pascha centerpieces, fresh kulich, cheese 
pascha, and Easter baskets. St. John Academy has 
created beautiful sugar eggs. Desserts to go will 
feature Lenten specialties and Kulich, cheese Pascha, 
and decorated cookies for your Pascha table. 
All proceeds benefit Ukrainian refugee relief and 
humanitarian efforts. 

 Wednesday, April 13, 6:15 p.m., Presanctified 
Liturgy followed by a potluck meal and spiritual 
reading. St. Seraphim of Sarov Orthodox Church, 
90 Mountain View Ave., Santa Rosa. 



Dennis Judd, Eva and Demetrius Handelih, 
and Anna Judd at the Vecherinka, February 27

 The Sacrament of Holy Unction will be served at Sts. 
Peter and Paul Church on Monday, April 11 at 
5:00 p.m. All Orthodox Christians who have made a 
recent confession may participate (children under age 
seven do not partake of this sacrament). The Service 
of Holy Unction will also be served on Holy 
Wednesday, April 20, 4:00 p.m., preceded by 
Confessions at 3:30 p.m. at Holy Virgin Cathedral, 
6210 Geary Blvd., San Francisco. Note: The faithful 
may only receive this sacrament once during the year. 

 “Man of God,” a 2021 film about the life of St. 
Nectarios of Pentapolis, is available to stream 
online at https://odysee.com/AGIOS-NEKTARIOS:7. 
Exiled unjustly, convicted without trial, slandered 
without cause, this film depicts the trials of a modern-
day saint as he bears the hatred of his enemies while 
preaching the Word of God. 

 Color eggs and decorate candles for children: 
April 22, 12:00 p.m. All artistic temperaments and 
ages welcome: eggs, dye, stickers, and instructions 
will be supplied. A take-home basket with a bed of 
grass will be supplied for the children’s Easter eggs. 
St. Seraphim of Sarov Orthodox Church Parish Hall, 
90 Mountain View Ave., Santa Rosa. 

 Spiritual Talks by Father Alexander, Sundays at 
12:30 p.m. on April 10 and 17, following Divine 
Liturgy. Sts. Peter and Paul Church, 850 St. Olga Ct., 
Santa Rosa. 

 Saints Constantine and 
Helen Orthodox Church in 
Vallejo is hosting a Young 
Adults Fellowship. Bright 
Friday, April 29, is the feast 
of the Theotokos of the 
Life-Giving Spring, and 
they are going to take a trip 
to the monastery in Dunlap 
to celebrate their feast day. 
RSVP to StsCaH@gmail.com  no later than April 10. 

The Saint Nicholas Ranch has rooms for $50 a night. 
They will be staying that Friday night and anyone who 
wishes to also stay for that Saturday as well. There 
will be a carpool caravan at Saints Constantine and 
Helen very early Friday morning to arrive for the 
Divine Liturgy that morning. Meet at 1224 Alabama 
St., Vallejo. 

 Father James Jorgenson of St. Seraphim of Sarov 
Orthodox Church is teaching a series of Thursday 
evening Bible studies on the Messianic prophesies in 
the Old Testament at April 14, 7:00 p.m. on Zoom. 
Please e-mail Father Lawrence to be sent the link for 
the online class: LMargitich@sbcglobal.net. 

 Redwood Empire Food Bank distribution, second 
and fourth Wednesday, April 13, April 27, May 11, 
etc., at 4:00–5:30 p.m. St. Seraphim Orthodox 
Church parking lot, 90 Mountain View Ave., Santa 
Rosa, 707-584-9491. Please contact Lydia Nicholson 
at lydiaddg@gmail.com to volunteer. 

 Paschal Vespers and Potluck Barbecue, 1:00 p.m. 
April 24, St. Seraphim Orthodox Church, 
90 Mountain View Ave., Santa Rosa. 

 Holy Assumption Monastery Retreat on Zoom, Sat., 
May 14, 10:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m., with His Grace, 
Bishop Daniel of Santa Rosa (OCA). Topic to be 
announced. Please call 707-942-6244 or email sisters@ 
holyassumptionmonastery.com for more info. Previous 
talks are recorded and can be found at https:// 
holyassumptionmonastery.com. 

 The Oakland Greek Festival, May 20–22, Ascension 
Greek Orthodox Cathedral, 4700 Lincoln Ave., 
Oakland, 510-531-3400. www.ascensioncathedral.com. 

 Pilgrimage to Fort 
Ross, May 30, 
Liturgy 10:00 a.m. 
Join local ROCOR 
clergy and faithful 
for this annual 
festive service and 
opportunity to exp-
erience the historic 
fort and grounds or 
stay for a picnic 
lunch. 19005 Hwy 1, 
Jenner, CA 95450. 

 All North American 
Youth Conference, hosted by the Prince Vladimir 
Youth Association and the Synod Youth Dept. 
ROCOR. Salt Lake City, Utah, June 13–19, 2022. 
Theme: “Building a Church from the Inside Out.” 
Ages: 18–25 from the four North American Dioceses: 
Western American, Eastern American, Midwest 
American, and Canada. Participants will take part in 



lectures, presentations, and workshops to develop 
programs for youth participation in parish life. 
Registration and information at www.youthpv.org. 

 Orthodox Life School, June 12–18, 2022, 
Monastery of St. John of Shanghai, Manton, CA. 
Theme: “In the World But Not of the World.” 
Speakers include His Grace, Bishop Daniel of Santa 
Rosa (OCA), Abbess Melania (Salem) of Holy 
Assumption Monastery, and Hieromonk Innocent 
(Green). For youth aged 18–35. Tuition: $250. To 
register, visit https://monasteryofstjohn.org/retreats. 
Phone 541-301-0811 or email lifeschool2022@ 
gmail.com. Please register by May 15. 

 St. George Pathfinders of Los Angeles Annual 
Autumn Ball, September 2, 7:00 p.m.–1:00 a.m. This 
black tie event will be filled with dancing and music 
brought to you by their own DJ. They will be having a 
photo booth and a full no-host bar. Early-bird special 
(purchase before July 1): $140 for students (under 22) 
and $170 for adults. Regular prices (after July 1): $180 
for students (under 22) and $200 for adults. Legacy 
Ballroom, 6410 San Fernando Rd., Glendale, CA 
91201. https://www.facebook.com/sgpathfinders. 

 Pilgrimage to Italy with His Grace, Bishop Daniel 
of Santa Rosa (OCA). Tour highlights include 
Divine Liturgy in the city of St. Nicholas in Bari, an 
opportunity to venerate the relics of St. Apostle 
Andrew the First Called, and a visit to the Roman 
Coliseum. September 21–October 2, 2022. Visit 
www.dowoca.org for more information. 

 Fort Ross Festival, July 30, 2022: Fort Ross State 
Historic Park, 19005 Hwy. 1, Jenner, CA. 
http://www.fortross.org/events.htm. 

 

 Russian American Community Services (RACS) 
Dining Room is reopening on April 4, 2022. In-house 
dining service at 10:45 a.m. To-go meals available by 
order daily Monday through Friday. Pickup between 
10:15 a.m. and 12:00 p.m. Reservations are required, 
so call a day in advance between 1:00 and 2:00 p.m. 
300 Anza Street San Francisco. 415-387-5336, 
racssf.org. 

   
 

 Our Council Members  

Rev. Alexander Krassovsky .................. 707-585-8330 
Fr. Deacon Athanasius Ferguson .......... 707-812-4125 
Paul Johnson, Warden  .......................... 707-696-5566 
Elisabeth Russie, Treasurer ................... 415-328-1095 
Anna Ferguson, Secretary ..................... 707-812-4124 
Daniel Alva ........................................... 707-570-7787 
Demitrios Handelih ............................... 707-292-2842 
Lana Logvy ........................................... 707-318-5836 
Michael A. Mogilev .............................. 707-953-3636 
Lisa Joanna Smith ................................. 617-285-5211 
Alla Zaharoff ......................................... 707-837-5044 
 



Highlights from the St. 
Petersburg Nights Gala DONATE TO SUPPORT 

REFUGEES AND THE 

SUFFERING IN UKRAINE 
With the blessing of His Eminence Kyrill, 
Archbishop of San Francisco and Western America, 
the Western American Diocese is organizing 
collections to benefit the refugees and the other 
innocents suffering from the present military 
conflict in Ukraine. We urge our faithful to be 
zealous in their support of those suffering. Their 
need is great, as is our opportunity to help them. All 
funds gathered will be forwarded to Metropolitan 
Onuphry of Kiev and All Ukraine and Metropolitan 
Arseny of the Svyatogorsky Monastery so that they 
may use these funds to benefit those in the greatest 
need. Please donate generously! 

 
Western American Diocese 

598 15th Ave.,  
San Francisco, CA 94118 

Checks payable to Western American Diocese, 
MEMO: “Ukraine Relief” 

Or make a donation with PayPal or credit card at 
www.wadiocese.org 

 

 


